Evidence   for   Prosecution.
Chief Inspector Alfred Crutchett
For the rest it is his own dictation?—It is his own.
Statement by the Prisoner.
[The Clerk of Assize read the statement as follows :—]
" Broad Street, Hay, 31st December, 1921. I, Herbert Bowse
Armstrong, after having been cautioned by Chief Inspector
Crutchett that anything 1 may say may be used in evidence here-
after, wish to make the following statement:—Mr. Martin is a
brother solicitor in Hay. He had been married in June last, but
owing to a personal bereavement [my wife's death in February
last]* I had been unable to do any entertaining. I asked Mr.
Martin to have a cup of tea on Wednesday, the 26th October,
1921. At that time 1 had two men working in my garden, which
had been allowed to get into a very bad state. Their names are
MacGeorge, who was working in the garden, and Stokes, who was
erecting a fowl house. They both live in Bear Street, Hay. I
had no special reason for inviting Mr. Martin to tea other than
1 had not entertained him since his marriage, and at that time
I was not entertaining on a very large scale. On the day in ques-
tion Mr. Martin arrived at my house about 5 p.m. I had pre-
viously gone home to see that everything was in order. I took him
round the garden and showed him various improvements that I
proposed to make. We then entered the drawing-room, where tea
had been laid out by my housekeeper, Miss Pearce. As far as
I remember, the food was placed in three plates on a wicker stand
(I can trace [remember] the wicker stand, as I have a more ornate
one in brass, and my housekeeper had asked which I preferred).
The food consisted of buttered scone, buttered currant loaf in
slices, and bread and butter. I handed Mr. Martin some scone
on a plate. He took some, and I also took some, which I ate,
and I afterwards placed the dish of currant bread by his side
on the table and asked him to help himself. I shall be able to
ascertain by going to my house where the scone and buttered bread
[currant] loaf were bought. I remember Mr. Martin saying that
buttered loaf was a favourite dish of his, and I know that he ate
heartily and cleared the dish. Afterwards I asked him to smoke,
and I remember that he said h$ wa^ off colour, and, instead of
having a pipe, he would smoke a cigarette. At the time both Mr.
Martin and I were working at high pressure on some sales of a
Captain Hope, and this was probably the reason of his being
off [below] par. Mr. Martin and I discussed general office organisa-
tion, and I remember telling him that I was understaffed. I also
was not feeling the effects of hard work. It was light when we
began tea, but it soon became necessary for me to light the gas,
* The words in italics are the deletions and those in square "brackets the
corrections made by Armstrong.
117

